Recycling of Metals Following Cremation

Your questions answered

The numerous authorities that have so far registered to the scheme have raised a number of questions. Rather than respond individually to these questions it was considered appropriate to provide this additional information to all cremation authorities and companies.

Q.  As we inter a bodies with metal implants, why can’t they be interred with the cremated remains?
A. DEFRA and the Environment Agency has stated that the metal does not constitute waste until it is removed from the cremated remains. Therefore the metals can be interred with the cremated remains on an individual basis. This fact is contained within the recycling pack.

Q. What about the burial of a deceased person whose body contains metal implants?

A. Burials of bodies is not affected by the scheme as there is no intention to suggest, nor will there be an intention to suggest, that metal implants should be removed from the bodies of deceased persons prior to burial. This answer is the same as for cremated remains (above) where treated on an individual basis.

Q. How will we know that any surplus produced by the scheme is used properly?

A. Only main-stream death related charities that publish a percentage split between admin costs and amount directly benefiting their objects will be selected. Participating cremation authorities and companies will be consulted prior to any payments being made to charities.

Q. Are there any other lawful alternatives to recycling and can I apply for an exemption?

A. Yes. The only lawful alternatives are:

1. NOT remove metals from cremated remains and to deliver all to the Applicant for cremation however it is felt that this will not be acceptable to the bereaved as very few requests are received for the return of metals. The consent form contained in the recycling pack has been designed to also give information to the bereaved in order to help them make a decision that is right for them. 

2. Apply for a landfill licence however when viewing the procedures for obtaining such a licence and the subsequent listing of a crematorium as a landfill site it is felt that the majority of cremation authorities and companies will not wish to follow this route.

3. Whilst an exemption might be sought it is considered that this might only be given if a suitable alternative to burial in the grounds is not available. The recycling scheme is available and is the only lawful alternative so therefore an exemption might not be forthcoming. Authorities and companies must focus on the environmental issues and any policy that exists within their organisations.

Q. Will this mean a lot more work for the crematorium manager?  

A. NO. It will actually mean less work. Currently, the metals are collected and periodically a member of staff is required to take the metals into the grounds and bury them. Under the recycling scheme the member of staff will simply place ferrous and non-ferrous metals into their appropriate containers and a representative from Orthometals will collect them periodically thus resulting in a saving of staff time. All of your risk assessments and safe systems for the tasks of burial within the grounds that are required by law will become redundant. 

Q. What about the question of ownership of the metals and implants?

A. The answer to this is contained in the recycling pack. Counsel’s opinion indicated that if a bereaved person did not request the return of metals they would be deemed as abandoned. The Institute felt strongly that the bereaved should be consulted via the consent form. 

Q. Is there any other Counsel’s opinion apart from that obtained by the Institute?

A. YES. The Corporation of London sought its own independent Counsel’s opinion which mirrors that obtained by the Institute. Other interim legal opinion has been published however there is no indication that this is Counsel’s opinion. 

Register interest via email to: Julie@iccm.fsnet.co.uk
Or letter to: ICCM National Office, City of London Cemetery, Aldersbrook Road, Manor Park, London E12 5DQ
