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BRINGING BURIAL LAW INTO THE 21st CENTURY

The drive to reform antiquated burial law was launched today with the start of a public debate about the future provision and maintenance of burial grounds by Home Office Minister Paul Goggins.

The Government is seeking views from members of the public, as well as from faith groups, professionals, industry and other interested parties. A consultation paper invites comment on the practicalities of legislation, regulation and maintenance of burial grounds and burial procedures – including exhumation and the possible re-use of old burial grounds. Responses will feed into a review of burial law, currently underway.

Mr Goggins said: 

“All of us at some stage in our lives, have to face the death of a loved one. This sensitive and important issue deserves an informed debate, which is why we have launched this consultation. 

“The public must have a realistic choice in the funeral arrangements for their relatives and cemeteries must be well managed and accessible. The services provided by burial and cremation authorities should be professional, caring and sensitive to serve the needs of the community. 

“We are committed to reviewing both the law and current practice relating to burial and cemetery management to ensure that the standards of service fulfil the expectations and needs of the public today. But we want to ensure that any change – in particular with regards to the re-use of graves – is acceptable. I hope that members of the public will take this opportunity to have their say in how they would like this reform to develop.” 

The consultation asks a number of specific questions including:

· Should burial law be more consistent across public and private burial ground providers, and the Church of England?

· Should the provision of burial grounds be discretionary (as now), or a new obligation created to provide burial facilities?


· Does the burial process, and the standards of service require more or less regulation?

· Does existing legislation on the exhumation of buried human remains need to be made more consistent?

· Should existing legislation be extended to enable old burial grounds to be re-used for new burials?

Welcoming the consultation paper, Anne Viney, Chief Executive for Cruse Bereavement Care said:

“As the leading bereavement charity, Cruse welcomes this consultation on burial law and the open discussion on this very sensitive subject.  However difficult some issues may be, they have to be covered and faced, both because of practical problems and because unfortunately bereavement is something we all have to contend with at some point in our lives.  

“Cruse hopes that this consultation will lead to a greater public understanding of burial law.  The proposed changes should help annul any fears that bereaved people may have over potentially difficult issues such as the possible re-use of cemeteries.  Cruse looks forward to seeing bereaved people benefiting from greater access as a result of this consultation, by enabling them to bury loved ones within their community.”

The launch of the consultation paper coincides with the publication of a Home Office research paper ‘Cemeteries and their Management.’ The findings of this research will further inform the review on burial law.

Notes to Editors:

1. The Consultation paper ‘‘Burial Law and Policy in the 21st Century: the need for a sensitive and sustainable approach’’ can be found at www.homeoffice.gov.uk/inside/consults/current/index.html

2. The consultation period will end on 13 July 2004. 
3. Responding to a report on cemeteries by the Environment Subcommittee of the House of Commons Select Committee on the Environment, Transport and Regional Affairs (which can be found at 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200001/cmselect/cmenvtra/91/9106.htm#n38)the Government agreed to review both the law and current practice relating to burial and cemetery management. The consultation paper forms one strand of work, which will feed into this review. 

4. Other aspects include the findings of the research paper ‘Cemeteries and their Management’ and a survey of burial grounds, which is due to commence shortly. In addition to this, the Burial and Cemetery Advisory Group (BCAG) are also working on pulling together good practice guidance on cemetery management and memorial safety.

5. The research paper ‘Cemeteries and their Management’ (which can be found at  www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs2/rdsolr0104.pdf ) The research paper has three main components: 

· a review of what statistics on burials, land use, training, and other management information are available, across different types of burial authority; 

· a brief description of nineteen case studies, an analysis of the findings from them, a discussion of research gaps and wider issues, and recommendations; and

· write-ups of the case studies themselves, including visits and interviews, examining a selection of varying types of burial ground.

